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The chemistry of the Resurrection      4-5-2015   Resurrection Sunday 2015 

chem·is·try 
1. The branch of science that deals with the identification of the substances of which matter is composed; the 

investigation of their properties and the ways in which they interact, combine, and change; and the use of these 
processes to form new substances. 

 
Q1. What is resurrection? 
  

A. Resurrection means to be raised from the dead.  
 
JOHN 5:28 - 29 (KJV)  
28MARVEL NOT AT THIS: FOR THE HOUR IS COMING, IN THE WHICH ALL THAT ARE IN THE GRAVES SHALL HEAR HIS VOICE,  
29AND SHALL COME FORTH; THEY THAT HAVE DONE GOOD, UNTO THE RESURRECTION OF LIFE; AND THEY THAT HAVE DONE EVIL, UNTO 

THE RESURRECTION OF DAMNATION.  
 

The word is used in different contexts in the Bible.  
1. Lazarus was raised from the dead (John 11:43).  
2. This is a resurrection; but it is not part of the resurrection that occurs when we receive our new bodies when Christ 

returns (1 Thess. 4:13-18) on the last day (John 6:39-44) when the last trumpet is blown (1 Cor. 15:51-55). Lazarus 
died again.  

 
3. The resurrection of Jesus is promissory in that as we know He was raised, so we will be raised also. In that 

context, Jesus is the only one who has received a resurrected body. That is why He is called the first-fruit from the 
dead (1 Cor. 15:20-23). We will receive our bodies either at the rapture or when Jesus returns to earth. 
 

1 THESSALONIANS 4:13 - 17 (KJV)  
13BUT I WOULD NOT HAVE YOU TO BE IGNORANT, BRETHREN, CONCERNING THEM WHICH ARE ASLEEP, THAT YE SORROW NOT, EVEN AS 

OTHERS WHICH HAVE NO HOPE.  
14FOR IF WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED AND ROSE AGAIN, EVEN SO THEM ALSO WHICH SLEEP IN JESUS WILL GOD BRING WITH HIM.  
15FOR THIS WE SAY UNTO YOU BY THE WORD OF THE LORD, THAT WE WHICH ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN UNTO THE COMING OF THE LORD 

SHALL NOT PREVENT THEM WHICH ARE ASLEEP.  
16FOR THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL DESCEND FROM HEAVEN WITH A SHOUT, WITH THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL, AND WITH THE TRUMP 

OF GOD: AND THE DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST:  
17THEN WE WHICH ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN SHALL BE CAUGHT UP TOGETHER WITH THEM IN THE CLOUDS, TO MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR: 
AND SO SHALL WE EVER BE WITH THE LORD.  
 
1 CORINTHIANS 15:51 - 58 (KJV)  
51BEHOLD, I SHOW YOU A MYSTERY; WE SHALL NOT ALL SLEEP, BUT WE SHALL ALL BE CHANGED,  
52IN A MOMENT, IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE, AT THE LAST TRUMP: FOR THE TRUMPET SHALL SOUND, AND THE DEAD SHALL BE RAISED 

INCORRUPTIBLE, AND WE SHALL BE CHANGED.  
53FOR THIS CORRUPTIBLE MUST PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND THIS MORTAL MUST PUT ON IMMORTALITY.  
54SO WHEN THIS CORRUPTIBLE SHALL HAVE PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND THIS MORTAL SHALL HAVE PUT ON IMMORTALITY, THEN SHALL 

BE BROUGHT TO PASS THE SAYING THAT IS WRITTEN, DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY.  
55O DEATH, WHERE IS THY STING? O GRAVE, WHERE IS THY VICTORY?  
56THE STING OF DEATH IS SIN; AND THE STRENGTH OF SIN IS THE LAW.  
57BUT THANKS BE TO GOD, WHICH GIVETH US THE VICTORY THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
58THEREFORE, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, BE YE STEDFAST, UNMOVEABLE, ALWAYS ABOUNDING IN THE WORK OF THE LORD, 
FORASMUCH AS YE KNOW THAT YOUR LABOUR IS NOT IN VAIN IN THE LORD. 

 

https://carm.org/dictionary-bible
https://carm.org/dictionary-second-coming
https://carm.org/dictionary-second-coming
https://carm.org/dictionary-jesus
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Q2. Why did Jesus rise from the grave? 
     A. Because He promised He would do it first for Himself and later for us!  
 
Isaiah 53:10 - 12 (NLT)  10    But it was the LORD’s good plan to crush him 
    and cause him grief.     Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, 
    he will have many descendants.     He will enjoy a long life, 
    and the LORD’s good plan will prosper in his hands. 
11    When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish,     he will be satisfied. 
    And because of his experience,   my righteous servant will make it possible 
    for many to be counted righteous,  for he will bear all their sins. 
12    I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier, because he exposed himself to death.He was counted among the 

rebels. 
    He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels. 
 

John 12:37 - 44 (NLT) 37But despite all the miraculous signs Jesus had done, most of the people still did not believe in 

him. 38This is exactly what Isaiah the prophet had predicted: 

    “LORD, who has believed our message? To whom has the LORD revealed his powerful arm?” 39But the people couldn’t 
believe, for as Isaiah also said, 

40    “The Lord has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts— 
    so that their eyes cannot see, and their hearts cannot understand, 
    and they cannot turn to me and have me heal them.” 
41Isaiah was referring to Jesus when he said this, because he saw the future and spoke of the Messiah’s glory. 42Many 

people did believe in him, however, including some of the Jewish leaders. But they wouldn’t admit it for fear that the 
Pharisees would expel them from the synagogue. 43For they loved human praise more than the praise of 
God.44Jesus shouted to the crowds, “If you trust me, you are trusting not only me, but also God who sent me.  

 
 
Q3. Who really cares about the Resurrection in 2015? 

The Resurrection sets Christianity apart. No other religious leader has broken the power of death and conquered sin . 
 
Romans 1:16 - 17 (NLT)  

16For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the 
Jew first and also the Gentile.  
17This Good News tells us how God makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished from start to finish by faith. As the 
Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life.”  
 
JOHN 6:39 - 44 (KJV)  
39AND THIS IS THE FATHER’S WILL WHICH HATH SENT ME, THAT OF ALL WHICH HE HATH GIVEN ME I SHOULD LOSE NOTHING, BUT 

SHOULD RAISE IT UP AGAIN AT THE LAST DAY.  
40AND THIS IS THE WILL OF HIM THAT SENT ME, THAT EVERY ONE WHICH SEETH THE SON, AND BELIEVETH ON HIM, MAY HAVE 

EVERLASTING LIFE: AND I WILL RAISE HIM UP AT THE LAST DAY.  
44NO MAN CAN COME TO ME, EXCEPT THE FATHER WHICH HATH SENT ME DRAW HIM: AND I WILL RAISE HIM UP AT THE LAST DAY.  
 
 
The resurrected body is not subject to death or sin. We know very little about it except what was manifested by Jesus after 
His resurrection, namely, that He was able to move about as He desired--in and out of rooms without the use of doors.  
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Monday Morning Moment:  “He is risen. He is alive!” 

 

Luke 24:35 - 49 (NLT)  

35Then the two from Emmaus told their story of how Jesus had appeared to them as they were walking along the road, and 
how they had recognized him as he was breaking the bread.  
36And just as they were telling about it, Jesus himself was suddenly standing there among them. “Peace be with you,” he 
said.  
37But the whole group was startled and frightened, thinking they were seeing a ghost! 
38“Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your hearts filled with doubt?  
39Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You can see that it’s really me. Touch me and make sure that I am not a ghost, 
because ghosts don’t have bodies, as you see that I do.”  
40As he spoke, he showed them his hands and his feet.  
41Still they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy and wonder. Then he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”  
42They gave him a piece of broiled fish,  
43and he ate it as they watched.  
44Then he said, “When I was with you before, I told you that everything written about me in the law of Moses and the 
prophets and in the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  
45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.  
46And he said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day.  
47It was also written that this message would be proclaimed in the authority of his name to all the nations,£ beginning in 
Jerusalem: ‘There is forgiveness of sins for all who repent.’  
48You are witnesses of all these things. 
49“And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and 
fills you with power from heaven.” 

qvb://QVB/34931031/syncglossary/38145

